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S-4248. 1

SENATE BI LL 6290

St ate of WAshi ngt on 60t h Legi sl ature 2008 Regul ar Sessi on
By Senators Cem g and Roach

Read first tinme 01/14/08. Referred to Committee on Governnent
Qperations & El ections.

AN ACT Relating to phasing out property tax levies for ports in
counties with |arge popul ati ons; and anmendi ng RCW 53. 36. 020, 53. 36. 100,
and 84.55. 005.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCW 53.36.020 and 1973 1st ex.s. ¢ 195 s 56 are each
anmended to read as foll ows:

(1) Except as provided in subsection (2) of this section, a
district may raise revenue by levy of an annual tax not to exceed
forty-five cents per thousand dollars of assessed val ue against the
assessed valuation of the taxable property in such port district for
general port purposes, including the establishnment of a capital
i nprovenent fund for future capital inprovenents, except that any |evy
for the paynent of the principal and interest of the general bonded
i ndebt edness of the port district shall be in excess of any |evy nade
by the port district under the forty-five cents per thousand dollars of
assessed value limtation. The levy shall be nmade and taxes coll ected
in the manner provided for the |evy and collection of taxes in school
districts of the first class.
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(2)(a) A district in a county with a population of two hundred
fifty thousand or nore nmay raise revenue by the levy of an annual tax
in the follow ng anpbunts:

(i) For taxes inposed for collection fromJanuary 1, 2010, through
Decenber 31, 2013, the levy is the lesser of the anbunt inposed for
collection on January 1, 2009, or thirty-five cents per thousand
dollars of assessed valuation of the taxable property in such port
district.

(ii) For taxes inposed for collection fromJanuary 1, 2014, through
Decenber 31, 2016, the levy is the |lesser of the anbunt inposed for
collection on January 1, 2013, or twenty-five cents per thousand
dollars of assessed valuation of the taxable property in such port
district.

(iii) For taxes inposed for collection from January 1, 2017,
t hrough Decenber 31, 2020, the levy is the Il esser of the anpbunt inposed
for collection on January 1, 2013, or fifteen cents per thousand
dollars of assessed valuation of the taxable property in such port
district.

(iv) For taxes inposed for collection fromJanuary 1, 2021, through
Decenber 31, 2024, the levy is the lesser of the anbunt inposed for
collection on January 1, 2020, or five cents per thousand dollars of
assessed valuation of the taxable property in such port district.

(v) After Decenber 31, 2025, no levy can be inposed or collected
for any port district under this subsection.

(b) Notwithstanding (a) of this subsection, a port district in a
county with a population of two hundred fifty thousand or nore nay
continue to levy taxes under this section, but only if they are
dedicated to paying the principal or interest on bonds existing as of
January 1, 2008, and are used solely for the purpose of retiring the
bonds.

Sec. 2. RCWA53.36.100 and 1994 c 278 s 1 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) Except as otherw se provided in subsection (3) of this section,
a port district having adopted a conprehensive schene of harbor
i nprovenents and industrial developnents may thereafter raise revenue,
for six years only, and a second six years if the procedures are
fol | oned under subsection (2) of this section, in addition to all other
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revenues now aut horized by | aw, by an annual |levy not to exceed forty-
five cents per thousand dollars of assessed val ue agai nst the assessed
val uation of the taxable property in such port district. |In addition,
if voters approve a ballot proposition authorizing additional |evies by
a sinple mpjority vote, a port district |ocated in a county bordering
on the Pacific Ccean having adopted a conprehensive schene of harbor
i nprovenents and industrial devel opnments may i npose these levies for a
third six-year period. Said |evies shall be used exclusively for the
exercise of the powers granted to port districts under chapter 53.25
RCW except as provided in RCW 53. 36. 110. The |l evy of such taxes is
herein authorized notw thstandi ng the provisions of RCW84.52. 050 and
84.52.043. The revenues derived fromlevies made under RCW 53. 36. 100
and 53. 36. 110 not expended in the year in which the |evies are nade may
be paid into a fund for future use in carrying out the powers granted
under chapter 53.25 RCW which fund nmay be accumul ated and carried over
from year to year, with the right to continue to levy the taxes
provided for in RCW 53.36.100 and 53.36.110 for the purposes herein
aut hori zed.

(2) If a port district intends to levy a tax under this section for
one or nore years after the first six years these |evies were inposed,
the port comm ssion shall publish notice of this intention, in one or
nmore newspapers of general circulation within the district, by June 1
of the year in which the first levy of the seventh through twelfth year
period is to be made. If within ninety days of the date of publication
a petitionis filed wwth the county auditor containing the signatures
of eight percent of the nunber of voters registered and voting in the
port district for the office of the governor at the last preceding
gubernatorial election, the county auditor shall canvass the signatures
in the same manner as prescribed in RCW ((29—+79-200)) 29A.72.230 and
certify their sufficiency to the port comm ssion within two weeks. The
proposition to nmake these levies in the seventh through twelfth year
period shall be submtted to the voters of the port district at a
special election, called for this purpose, no later than the date on
which a primary election would be held under RCW ((29-33-0%0))
29A.04.311. The levies may be nmade in the seventh through twelfth year
period only if approved by a mgjority of the voters of the port
district voting on the proposition.
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(3) Adistrict in a county with a population of two hundred fifty
t housand or nore nay raise revenue by the levy of an annual tax in the
foll ow ng anpbunts:

(i) For taxes inposed for collection fromJanuary 1, 2010, through
Decenber 31, 2013, the levy is the lesser of the anbunt inposed for
collection on January 1, 2009, or thirty-five cents per thousand
dollars of assessed valuation of the taxable property in such port
district.

(ii) For taxes inposed for collection fromJanuary 1, 2014, through
Decenber 31, 2016, the levy is the |lesser of the anbunt inposed for
collection on January 1, 2013, or twenty-five cents per thousand
dollars of assessed valuation of the taxable property in such port
district.

(iii) For taxes inposed for collection from January 1, 2017,
t hr ough Decenber 31, 2020, the levy is the | esser of the anount inposed
for collection on January 1, 2013, or fifteen cents per thousand
dollars of assessed valuation of the taxable property in such port
district.

(iv) For taxes inposed for collection fromJanuary 1, 2021, through
Decenber 31, 2024, the levy is the lesser of the anbunt inposed for
collection on January 1, 2020, or five cents per thousand dollars of
assessed valuation of the taxable property in such port district.

(v) After Decenber 31, 2025, no levy can be inposed or collected
for any port district under this subsection.

(b) Notwithstanding (a) of this subsection, a port district in a
county with a population of two hundred fifty thousand or nore nay
continue to levy taxes under this section, but only if they are
dedicated to paying the principal or interest on bonds existing as of
January 1, 2008, and are used solely for the purpose of retiring the
bonds.

Sec. 3. RCWB84.55.005 and 2007 sp.s. ¢ 1 s 1 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

As used in this chapter:

(1) "Inflation" neans the percentage change in the inplicit price
defl ator for personal consunption expenditures for the United States as
published for the nobst recent twelve-nonth period by the bureau of
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econom ¢ anal ysis of the federal departnent of commerce in Septenber of
the year before the taxes are payabl e;

(2) "Limt factor" means:

(a) For taxing districts with a population of less than ten
thousand in the cal endar year prior to the assessnent year, one hundred
one percent;

(b) For taxing districts for which a Iimt factor is authorized
under RCW 84.55.0101, the lesser of the limt factor authorized under
that section or one hundred one percent;

(c) For all other districts, the | esser of one hundred one percent
or one hundred percent plus inflation; and

(3) "Regular property taxes" has the neaning given it in RCW
84. 04. 140.

(4) For purposes of this chapter, "taxing districts" does not
include a port district in a county with a population of two hundred
fifty thousand or nore.

~-- END ---
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